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folly. And, after all, it is by no means in the
crime itself, but in the ingenuity of intrigue, that
we are expected to find diversion ; and the utter
absence of genuine passion on the part of these
stage criminals renders any appeal to passion in
ourselves out of the question.
It is not with any intention of excusing the
license which abounds in Wycherley's comedies
that I have ventured to offer these few considera-
tions in their behalf. I contend only that their
laughing outrages upon decency, are infinitely less
harmful, because more superficial, than the senti-
mental lewdness which, arising from a deeper
depravity, instils a more subtle venom ; that,
condemn it as we needs must, we may yet stop
short of attaching to the immorality of the
dramatists of the Restoration such consequence
as to debar ourselves, for its sake, from enjoying to
the full the admirable wit and ingenuity which
constitute the chief merit of their performances.
Wycherley produced but four comedies, which,
however, contain almost all of intrinsic value that
remains from his pen. Besides these, he himself
published but one volume, a folio of Miscellany-
Poems > which appeared in 1704, when the author".
was- sixty-four years of age. Of these pieces
nothing favourable can be affirmed even by the
friendliest critic.. They form a strange ~0Oa
fodrida of so-called philosophy and obscenity;
they are dull without weight, or lewd without Tilt;
or if even here and there a good thought ooew, the